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Welcome Back!

I hope you all had an enjoyable half term break. Everyone has returned refreshed and all are enthusiastically engaged in their work.  Staff will be writing to you with various pieces of information about this half term’s work and ways in which you might help or become involved.  
In Foundation Stage, Nursery  are continuing on the theme of Goldilocks and the Three Bears and will gradually move into work with a Christmas theme whilst Reception are doing a mini topic on Diwali and then moving on to The Elves & the Shoemaker; an exciting time will be had by all! Key Stage One began their topic ‘Pole to Pole’ with a visit from a real Arctic Explorer who shared her experiences with the children! Key Stage Two’s topic on The Fantastic Mr Dahl  began with a workshop on Roald Dahl’s characters which left the children buzzing with ideas and excitement. We all look forward to seeing how these topics develop over the coming weeks. 
Remembrance
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The children will be learning about Remembrance in school and on Friday 11th November we will, as usual, hold two minutes silence at 11 o’clock.
SHOW YOUR
SPOTS for Children in Need!
On Friday (18th November ) children (and staff) are invited to come to school wearing spots to raise money for Children in Need.  Please don’t feel the need to go out and buy anything special for this day, a scarf, spotty jumper, pair of socks or even face paint is fine! All we ask in return is a donation towards Children in Need.  Thank you.
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Operation Christmas Child
A ‘last call’ for shoeboxes for Operation Christmas Child!  If you have filled a shoebox this year please bring it into school by the end of Monday (7th November). Thank you.
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We are running a Scholastic Book Fair soon – maybe an ideal opportunity to do some Christmas Shopping?  The Fair will be open from 3.15 – 3.45 pm each day from Monday 14th to Thursday 17th November. Please make time to come along with your child and browse the shelves. The more books we sell the greater the commission we get for school.  
Attendance

Regular & punctual attendance is essential for all children if they are to have the best chance of learning; late arrival or poor attendance are significant barriers to learning and so we will be taking a very strict line over timekeeping. As soon as the children are indoors the cloakroom doors will be locked. Anyone arriving after that must come to the main entrance to sign in at the office and they will receive a late mark in the register.  Children arriving after 9.00 a.m. will have an unauthorised absence recorded on their attendance record. 
· Absence – If your child is absent from school we ask that you telephone by 9.30 a.m. on the first day to inform us of the reason. If we do not receive a message we will try to contact parents to ascertain the reason for the absence. 

Please send a note on your child’s return giving the reason for the absence. This will be used to ensure the correct absence code is recorded and the absence authorised, or not as the case may be.
· Leave of Absence – Please be aware that leave of absence in term time can only be granted in exceptional circumstances. 
Christmas Lunch
A letter is going out this week asking if children who usually bring a packed lunch would like instead to have a Christmas Lunch on 16th December. Please look out for the letter and return your form by 14th November so that Mrs Battista can submit her orders.
Online Safety Workshop for parents
We will be running an Online Safety Workshop for parents on 25th November and have sent out a letter seeking your preferred time in a bid to accommodate as many parents as possible. Please look out for the letter and let us know your preference.
Safeguarding
Yesterday, (2nd November) there was an incident involving two pupils from Gosforth Junior Academy.  
On their journey to school, the pupils were approached by an individual in the proximity of  Regent Centre Metro station. This individual called over to them, repeatedly requesting that they follow him. The children ignored his requests and ran to school, arriving safely. 

The incident was reported to the Police by Gosforth Junior Academy. 

Whilst no child was physically harmed and we do not wish to cause undue panic, we consider it appropriate to make parents/carers aware of this in order that we are all extra vigilant when travelling to and from school. 

It is unlikely that children of First School age will be out on their own however it is worth reminding you of the need to be vigilant. Useful information can be found on the NSPCC website: 

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/preventing-abuse/keeping-children-safe/staying-safe-away-from-home/  
Operation Encompass
We are now an Operation Encompass school. Operation Encompass is a project in which all Newcastle schools and the City Council are involved.   It will start on 7 November 2016 and aims to support children who are affected by domestic abuse.  A separate letter giving you more information about how the project works will be coming out to you. Please look out for it.
Dates for Your Diary

NOVEMBER

3rd & 7th   
Forest Schools Days
4th 

Flu Sniffs Years 1,2 & 3



PTFA Cake Stall after school
14th – 17th 
Scholastic Book Fair
24th 
Prospective parents for Nursery & Reception 2017 – 4pm
25th 

Online Safety Workshop
25th

PTFA Non-Uniform Day 

DECEMBER
2nd 

PTFA Film Night 
9th 

PTFA Christmas Fair
14th 

1.30pm KS1 & 2 Nativities
15th 

9.30am KS1 & 2 Nativities
6.00pm KS1 & 2 Nativities
16th 

9.30am Early Years Nativity



Christmas Lunch

19th 

KS1 Party
20th 

KS2 Party


21st 

2.00pm Carol Service at St Nicholas Church


School closes at 3.15pm for Christmas Holiday  
CHRISTMAS HOLIDAY ~ Thursday 22nd December – Wednesday 4th  January 2017
School re-opens – Thursday 5th January 2017
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Newsletter
Name:____________________________
https://archbishop-runcie.eschools.co.uk
e-mail: admin@archbishop.newcastle.sch.uk 

Tel: 0191 285 2663

Disclaimer
From time to time we send out leaflets and letters signposting parents to activities and organisations in the local area. These are purely for information and not necessarily endorsed by the school. The school cannot accept any responsibility for such activities.

