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Christmas is coming……

Christmas is coming and already the excitement is mounting! The children will be involved in lots of lovely activities over the coming weeks and we want them all to enjoy them as much as possible.
Reception Admissions 2017
Just a reminder that the application process for children starting Reception in September 2017 is underway.  
The closing date for Reception Applications is
MIDDAY ON 15th January 2017
You are encouraged by the Local Authority to apply on-line and all information is available at  www.newcastle.gov.uk/admissions  or you can contact the department directly by emailing admissions.information@newcastle.gov.uk or by telephoning 0191 2787878 and asking for ‘school admissions’.

Topic Money

Just a gentle reminder if you have not yet paid topic money for this term we’d be grateful to receive £5 per family (or £15 for the year). We will be requesting next term’s topic money in January. This money really helps us to provide items to enliven the curriculum and enthuse the children.
Nativity Plays

The children and staff are working incredibly hard to make sure that when you come to see our plays you have a really special time! The performances are at the following times:
Foundation Stage 
‘Born in a Barn’
Reception & Nursery – Thursday 15th December at 9.30 am (in EYFS Unit)
And Friday 16th December at 9.30 (in EYFS Unit)
Key Stages One & Two

 ‘Gabriel’s Big Break’
‘The Apprentice’
Wednesday 14th December at 1.30 pm 




Thursday 15th December at 9.30 am 

Thursday 15th December at 6 pm

Please make sure you order your tickets! 
As you know we are restricted, by fire regulations, in the numbers we can accommodate in the hall. This is why we limit requests to two per family in the first instance. We understand this is sometimes disappointing to families but ask that you bear with us. If there are spare tickets we will do our best to share them fairly. We also ask that only those who really cannot come during the day ask for evening tickets so that those parents who work and cannot take time off have an opportunity to come along. 
Just a reminder: KS1 & 2 children who are returning to take part in the evening performance should come back to school between 5.30 and 5.45 pm to be ready for 6 o’clock.

Christmas Cards
The Post Box is in place in the main entrance and ready for use.  Please make sure when addressing the envelopes that the recipient’s first name and surname are used and that the child’s class is clear too.  This avoids any confusion for the ‘postman’.
Just like the Post Office we have a last posting date for cards!

The last posting date is MONDAY 19th DECEMBER

Christmas Lunch & Christmas Jumper Day
[image: image3.wmf]Mrs Battista is cooking Christmas Lunch on Friday 16th December. On that day she will be cooking double the number of meals she normally cooks!! It is lovely to see so many children wishing to join in with this. The closing date for ordering a Christmas Lunch has now passed and the ingredients have been ordered; we cannot accept any more requests. It is also National Christmas Jumper Day and all children and staff are welcome to come to school wearing their Christmas Jumper.
Christmas Fair

The PTFA Christmas Fair is being held in the school hall this Friday afternoon. We look forward to welcoming you and sharing some Christmas Carols with you. Please don’t forget to sell your raffle tickets if you are able or to return them to the office if not. The raffle will be drawn on Friday 16th December.
Winter Weather

[image: image4.wmf]So far we have been very lucky with the weather, and long may that continue! If the weather becomes very icy or snowy we may need to stop using the pedestrian gate from Christon Road if the sloping path is too slippery. If this happens please use the corner gate near Reception and the main gate beside the car park.  Mr Laidler will prioritise the paths from these two gates for gritting. Sometimes the playground can be very icy. On these occasions we will not allow the children outside to play and would ask that you keep your children close to you in the mornings and walk on the grass if necessary. We have neither the facility nor the resources to grit the playground or the car park. We cannot grit the paths outside of our school grounds. 

Please be aware, unless it is icy,  the children will still be outside for work and play so please will you ensure they have a warm coat, gloves, hat etc all clearly named. Please ensure footwear is clearly named and that a named clothes peg is provided to fasten shoes/boots together when not in use. Thank you.

[image: image5.wmf]We will only seek to close the school if the weather is too dangerous for travel and we cannot guarantee sufficient staff presence to keep the children safe in school. Decisions to close are never taken lightly; our staff always take every effort to attend. In the event of a school closure due to severe weather we will endeavour to text or email all parents who use Parentmail and an announcement will be made on local radio and on the City Council website. We all fervently hope we won’t need to do this!
Extra-Curricular Activities
We offer a number of extra-curricular activities before, during and after school. In order to ensure that the experiences for the children are of the highest quality we will be closely monitoring provision and will reserve the right to change provision if necessary.  In the past we reduced the number of activities on offer due to the poor behaviour of a significant number of children. We have carefully sourced providers with a good record of behaviour management however if any child’s behaviour falls short of the required standard they will be asked to leave the club.

	Day
	Class/Key Stage
	Club

	Monday 3.15-4.30pm
	Year 3 & 4
	Art Club

	Monday lunchtime
	Year 3 & Year 1
	Le Club Francais

	Tuesday 8.00-8.40am 
	Key Stage 2 
	Tennis

	Tuesday 3.30-4.30pm
	Key Stages 1&2
	Tae Kwondo

	Tuesday 3.30 – 4.30pm
	Years 2,3 & 4
	Cake Decorating Club

	Wednesday 3.30 – 4.30pm
	Year 4
	Awards Club

	Thursday 8.00 – 8.40am 
	Key Stage 1 & 2
	Hip Hop Dance Club

	Thursday 3.30-4.30pm 
	Key Stage 2
	Lee Sterry Football

	Friday lunchtime
	Year 4 & Year 2
	Le Club Francais


  St Oswald’s Hospice

We are once again supporting St Oswald’s Hospice this year by selling their “Santa’s Little Helpers” at a suggested donation of £2 at the school office.

Scholastic Book Fair

Thank you to everyone who supported the recent bookfair.  Total sales were £374.42 generating commission of £93.61 in books for school!
Shoe Box Appeal
Thank you for your support – we managed to collect 48 boxes and have just been advised that they are being transported to Zambia this year.

Parkinson’s UK
We have a Christmas tree poster on the school office window and invite you (should you wish to participate) to write a message on a bauble and stick it on the tree in exchange for a £1 donation to Parkinson’s UK.  
Jack, the Beanstalk and the Challenging Giant

We are delighted to welcome Bigfoot Arts Education to our school on Monday 19th December to perform “Jack, the Beanstalk and the Challenging Giant” to Years 1 - 4 between 10am and 11am.  The PTFA are very kindly funding this.  

Carol Service
[image: image6.wmf]All parents, carers and friends of our school are cordially invited to join us for our Carol Service on WEDNESDAY 21st December at St Nicholas Church, South Gosforth (opposite South Gosforth Metro Station). The service starts at 2 pm and will be attended by Key Stages 1 & 2 only (NOT Foundation Stage). 
We will be leaving school to walk to church at about 1.40 pm. 
If you would like to walk with us you are most welcome otherwise please join us at the church.  It has been our practice in recent years to allow children whose parents/carers are at church to go home with them straight after the service. If you are not able to be at the service we will of course bring the children back to school and dismiss them as usual at 3.15pm.
Dates for Your Diary - December
Wednesday 7th December - Prospective Parents’ Meeting 4pm

Friday 9th 
-
          PTFA Carols and Christmas Fair
Wednesday 14th 
- 
  1.30 pm KS1 & 2 plays

Thursday 15th 
- 
  9.30 am Foundation Stage Nativity (foundation stage unit)

  - 
                          9.30 am KS1 & 2 Plays





  6pm KS1 & 2 Plays

Friday 16th 

-             9.30 am Foundation Stage Nativity (foundation stage unit)
Friday 16th        -       National Christmas Jumpers and Christmas Lunch
Monday 19th                 -          KS1 Party

Tuesday 20th           -    KS2 Party

Wednesday 21st       -    Early Years’ Party
Wednesday 21st   
- 
2.00 pm Carol Service – St Nicholas Church (Years 1 – 4 only)
Wednesday 21st       -        Mrs Bunn and Miss Bunn’s final day at Archbishop Runcie 
Wednesday 21st   
- 
School closes at 3.15pm for Christmas Holiday & re-opens Thursday 5th                January 2017
Dinner money for next half term £64.00
CHRISTMAS HOLIDAY – Thursday 22nd December – Wednesday 4th January

School re-opens – Thursday 5th January 2017
May the Staff and I take this opportunity to wish you all a very Happy and Peaceful Christmas?
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Disclaimer
From time to time we send out leaflets and letters signposting parents to activities and organisations in the local area. These are purely for information and not necessarily endorsed by the school. The school cannot accept any responsibility for such activities.
